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seatbelt safety meant to them. Throughout the month the UT team 
sent out flyers to parents and students, set up web pages on social 
networking sites such as MySpace and Facebook, and posted an 
awareness public service advertisement on Knox Community TV. 

The team also created a general information web site for parents to 
log on to and learn about seatbelt safety facts as well as information 
about the Big Orange Buckle campaign. Prior to the final event, South 
Doyle middle school students heard from various UT sports figures 
such as Bruce Pearl, Pat Summitt, and Phillip Fulmer about seatbelt 
statistics via public service announcements. 

Through these efforts students were exposed to seatbelt safety 
information for several weeks before the final event on Feb. 27 where 
they put their knowledge to the test in an intense trivia game. 
Students also participated in "buckle up relay races" in vehicles 
provided by WEST Chevrolet showing their commitment to the Safe 
Kids Buckle Up program. Thanks to Lt. Jesse Brooks of the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol, South-Doyle students got to see first-hand what 
happens to passengers who are not buckled properly through an on-
site crash simulator presentation. 

The winners from the trivia game and buckle up relay races were 
awarded various prizes ranging from autographed items from UT 
coaches and players to UT pens, posters and stickers. All students 
were also given a Big Orange Buckle 2008 wristband to serve as a 
constant reminder to always buckle up every time they get in a car. 

"After speaking with a few of the students after the event that day, 
they seemed very excited and interested in our campaign and seatbelt 
safety. One student told us that she thought it was 'pretty cool' and 
that she was expecting a boring lecture about seatbelts but instead 
got to see and do some really neat things and win awesome prizes," 
said UT Senior Tara Hoffman, one of the UT PRSSA Bateman team 
members.  

"Our team members work very hard," explained Dr. Lisa Fall, the 
Bateman team's advisor and associate professor in the School of 
Advertising and Public Relations. "As a result, two of our UT teams 
have earned national honorable mention awards during the past four 
years. This campaign program is very competitive; typically, the 
Bateman competition attracts about 65 institutions that participate 
each year. Given what I've seen so far from our team, I believe that 
this may very well be our year to win," said Fall with confidence. 

The PRSSA Bateman competition is named after Caroll Bateman, who 
was a professor at the University of Tennessee and a faculty advisor to 
UT's PRSSA chapter. Mr. Bateman was also one of the founders of 
PRSSA and co-chaired the first Commission on Public Relations 
Education. Thus, UT's unwavering commitment to this competition 
hits home for students at the university. 

For more information about the month-long buckle up campaign or to 
see photos from the Big Orange Buckle 2008 event, members of the 
community are welcome to visit the campaign team's website at: 
http://www.freewebs.com/bigorangebuckle/. 
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